Greenwich 2012 major events
London Prepares – International Gymnastics Test Event

10–18 January 2012

North Greenwich Arena (The O2 arena)

Following a successful summer of London 2012 test events, the London Prepares series continues this winter with top, international gymnastics competition. 

www.londonpreparesseries.com/gymnastics
London Borough of Greenwich becomes a Royal Borough

3 to 5 February 2012

A weekend of celebratory events is planned for when Greenwich becomes a royal borough . 

The Letter Patent, a document formally confirming the borough’s Royal status and signed by the Queen, will be presented to Greenwich on 3 February.  It will then go on show across the borough. 

On 4 February, a black poplar tree, donated by the Queen to Greenwich and to every borough in London to mark the Diamond Jubilee, will be planted in Eltham - at Well Hall Pleasaunce.

During the celebratory weekend the details of the new borough crest will also be revealed.  It has been designed by the Royal College of Arms and is based on Greenwich’s existing coat of arms, to which will be added new heraldic features available only to boroughs with Royal status.

3 February

From 4.30pm, there will be festivities in General Gordon Square, Woolwich, with videos and other interactive activities on the Big Screen. Visitors will experience historical-themed performances and also see a special exhibition in Greenwich Heritage Centre. The afternoon will end with musical fireworks at 6.40pm.

4 February (events tbc)
Free entrance to Eltham Palace

5 February (events tbc)
• Top live music performers (details tba) in a marquee at the Old Royal Naval College, Pepys Lawn, 2.00pm to 6.00pm
• Special Royal Greenwich exhibition in the Discover Greenwich centre including a chance to view the Letters Patent
• walks and talks exploring Greenwich’s Royal history
• Free entertainment and workshops in Greenwich Market and National Maritime Museum: 10am – 5.30pm
• roving ‘royal’ entertainers, musicians and costumed characters
• workshops for children
• Royal-themed parade involving schools and community performers, departs National Maritime Museum at 5.30pm, travels via College Approach, arriving 5.55pm on Pepys Lawn
• Stunning musical fireworks display as the grand finale to the whole weekend, on Pepys Lawn: 6.00 – 6.15pm
Eltham town centre fireworks
www.greenwich.gov.uk
The Brit Awards 2012

21 February 2012

The O2 arena 

A second visit to the world’s most successful music venue for the annual music awards. This year the trophy is designed by album design supremo Sir Peter Blake.

www.brits.co.uk/
Titanic Remembered

8 March–30 September 2012

The National Maritime Museum 

An exhibition marking the centenary of the sinking of the Titanic, featuring the stories of some of those who survived and exploring how that fateful night in 1912 retains the fascination of the public. 

www.rmg.co.uk/visit/exhibitions/future/titanic-remembered
ISSF World Cup

16-28 April 2012

Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich

London 2012 Shooting test event
www.issfshootingworldcup.com/home
St Alfege church Millennium Celebrations

19 April 2012

Millennium celebrations start on the feast day of St Alfege with a Service of Welcome at Southwark Cathedral, followed by pilgrimage either by foot, bicycle, public transport or specially chartered Thames Clipper to St Alfege Church. The Millennium Service will be held in St Alfege at 4.30pm, when the Most Revd Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, will preach. There will also be an open air celebration in St Alfege Park where there will be a re-creation of Anglo Saxon village life.

20 April 2012

A three day cycle pilgrimage from Canterbury Cathedral to St Alfege Greenwich begins, finishing at St Alfege on the afternoon of 22 April.

22 April 2012

A celebration of the Patronal Festival of St Alfege with a parish Eucharist followed by a picnic and arts event in St Alfege Park.

www.st-alfege.org/events/millennium-celebrations
Virgin 2012 London Marathon
22 April 2012

Millions are raised for charities as thousands of runners make their way through the streets of  London.

www.virginlondonmarathon.com/
Royal River: Power, Pageantry and the Thames

27 April – 9 September 2012

National Maritime Museum

Curated by David Starkey, this exhibition examines the monarchy's use of the River Thames as a stage for pageantry , procession, leisure, transport and arrival and departure, from the Tudor period to the present day.

www.rmg.co.uk/visit/exhibitions/future/royal-river
Sundance London

26-29 April 2012

The O2 arena
The O2, Robert Redford, and his non-profit Sundance Institute join together to present films from American filmmakers as well as American current music. Sundance Institute, which annually presents the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah, U.S.A, will act as curator the film while AEG Europe, owner of The O2, will stage music and other events.

www.sundance-london.com/
London Paralympic Archery International 2012

4-6 May 2012

Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich

Test event for the London 2012 Paralympic Archery.
www.london2012.com/paralympic-archery
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee weekend

2-5 June 2012

Greenwich celebrates the Diamond Jubilee and its Royal Borough status with a weekend of events.

www.greenwich.gov.uk/site/
Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant

3 June 2012

In celebration of Her Majesty The Queen’s sixty years of service, up to one thousand boats will form one of the largest flotillas ever assembled on the river.  Beginning at Battersea Bridge, the Queen will disembark at Tower Bridge to watch the boats continue downriver to Greenwich and beyond.

www.thamesdiamondjubileepageant.org/
Greenwich + Docklands International Festival

21 June to 30 June 2012

Greenwich + Docklands International Festival serves up a tour de force showcase of UK and international outdoor arts at their very best. 

www.festival.org/ 

Rekindling Venus

21 June to 22 Jul 2012

Peter Harrison Planetarium, Royal Observatory Greenwich
Underwater film at the Royal Observatory to celebrate rare astronomical event, the transit of Venus.  Ticket information available from March.
http://festival.london2012.com/events/9000962056
Dance GB
4-8 July 2012
Old Royal Naval College
Dance GB sees the three national dance companies of the UK – English National Ballet, National Dance Company Wales and Scottish Ballet – celebrating the Olympics in a unique creative collaboration.
www.ballet.org.uk/details.php?id=12
The Big Dance
7-15 July 2012
Big Dance is the ultimate dance experience in 2012. This biennial festival features 9 days of dance in unusual spaces throughout the UK – shopping centres, parks, galleries, and lidos - showcasing the diversity of dance styles in the capital and across the country. Greenwich Dance is the South East London hub.

www.bigdance2012.com/
BT River of Music

21-22 July 2012
A series of free performances at iconic sites along the River Thames. The event will showcase world-class music from across the globe as well as emerging British talent. Six stages will be set up to represent the continents: Asia in Battersea Park, Africa in Jubilee Gardens, Europe in Trafalgar Square and Somerset House, the Americas at the Tower of London and Oceania at the Old Royal Naval College.

http://festival.london2012.com/events/9000961797
2012 Torch Relay
Royal Observatory Greenwich 

21 July 2012

Greenwich will be the first London borough to properly welcome the Olympic Torch Relay when it begins its journey through the capital in July.

www.london2012.com/olympic-torch-relay
Sail Royal Greenwich

25 July to 12 August 2012
Some twenty tall ships will be plying a daily scenic route along the Thames, taking in many famous London highlights as part of the inaugural Sail Royal Greenwich. The route begins at Royal Arsenal Pier, Woolwich, passes The O2 and Greenwich’s historic buildings and culminates at Tower Bridge.

http://www.sailroyalgreenwich.co.uk/?gclid=CK6d4cadk60CFUhrfAodhFdTnQ
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games

27 July to 9 September

The greatest show on earth. 

Olympic Games 27 July – 12 August. Paralympic Games 29 August – 9 September. www.london2012.com/
Greenwich Jazz Festival

November 2012 dates tbc

International artists and emerging jazz talent, giving intimate performances in atmospheric venues.  

www.londonjazzfestival.org.uk/blog/2011-12-13/future-festival-dates-2011
Greenwich International Early Music Festival

November 2012 dates tbc

The festival of Early Music returns to the Old Royal Naval College for the 2012 festival and exhibition.

www.earlymusicshop.com/More/Greenwich_International_Early_Music_Festival.aspx
Lantern Parade and Christmas Lights switch-on

November/December 2012 date tbc

The start of the Christmas season as local children parade through the town centre with brightly lit home-made lanterns. 
www.shopgreenwich.co.uk
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