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News release 
Visit Greenwich this October Half Term
- Family friendly theatre, baby song and dance, and history lessons for the kids -  
Xxx September 2011: From meet and greets with historical characters, to storytelling and baby song and dance, there are a wide range of family-friendly activities taking place in Greenwich this October half-term. 

Greenwich Theatre will host a series of family friendly shows at half term including, ‘The Snow Dog’, on 24 and 25 October. The show is a tale of a young girl’s favourite toy which comes to life. The musical is devised and performed by the critically acclaimed Full House Theatre Company and guests should expect an impressive physical performance using giant puppets and original music and songs. Tickets start from £7.50 for children with family tickets available for £30 (not available online). The show is suitable for children aged six plus.  

St Alfege Church, the parish church of Greenwich, is hosting a ‘Classics with my Baby present Woogie-Boogie!’ concert on 28 October. This one-hour event featuring professional concert artists has been designed for babies and children of all ages, with parents welcome too. Little ones can either sit and listen or dance around to works including Sonata in A Major by Handel to What’s up Doc? Woogie Boogie and Airi, by composer Errollyn Wallen. Tickets are priced at £7 for adults with free entry for babies and children.  
The Painted Hall at the Old Royal Naval College invites families to ‘Meet Samuel Pepys’ at a free event where children can learn about the famous diarist of the 17th century, including his association with the Navy, the Fire of London, the Great Plague, and his own colourful lifestyle. This event will run at various times on 29 October.   

Elmer the Elephant, based on the best-selling children’s book promises to burst to life at Greenwich Theatre with jungle characters, catchy songs and hand-crafted puppets. The show will run on 26 October with tickets starting from £8.50 for children and family tickets from £30. The show is suitable for children aged three and over.  
Vampirates, another show at Greenwich Theatre  is an adventure story based on twins separated by a violent storm and tells the tale or whether they can find their way back to each other. The show will run on 28 October with tickets starting from £8.50 and family tickets from £30. The show is suitable for children aged nine plus. 
The National Maritime Museum will host a free family event, ‘John Morgan: Voice of a Lascar’ at various times on 25 and 27 October. Morgan will tell stories of his time working for the British East India Company bringing fabrics, spices and tea to Britain and taking guests on a voyage from Chennai to London. Booking not required. 
Other events at the National Maritime Museum over half term include: ‘Creative Cargo: Ideas Trolley’, where children can learn which items first came to Britain by sea and ‘Shampoo and Pyjamas: Borrowed Words’ which encourages youngsters to create poems from words that travelled from India to Britain.    
The Royal Observatory Greenwich will host a free ‘Explore Saturday’ at various times on Saturday 22 and Saturday 29 October where families can hear about the world-changing discoveries in time and navigation made at the Royal Observatory.   
There will also be a number of Halloween themed events taking place across Greenwich during half term including fancy dress making workshops and scary storytelling events. For more information on these special events, visit the Greenwich Halloween microsite at http://www.visitgreenwich.org.uk/halloween
ENDS 
For more information on Greenwich go to www.visitgreenwich.org.uk 

About Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site  

Set alongside the Thames in south east London, the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site is home to a number of world-famous visitor attractions including the Royal Observatory Greenwich, the Peter Harrison Planetarium and the Prime Meridian - longitude zero. The Old Royal Naval College, National Maritime Museum and Cutty Sark, the latter currently under restoration, are also part of the World Heritage Site as are Greenwich Theatre, The Fan Museum, the Queen’s House, Greenwich Market, Greenwich Park, St Alfege Church and many vibrant bars, shops and restaurants. Close by is The O2 and British Music Experience.  

Greenwich will be awarded Royal Borough status in 2012 as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  It will also be a host borough for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games with events taking place at Greenwich Park, North Greenwich Arena (The O2 arena) and Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich. 

Greenwich is just 20 minutes from central London in Zone 2 of London’s travel network.  Maritime Greenwich is easily reached via the Docklands Light Railway alighting at Cutty Sark station, or the Southeastern rail service from Charing Cross, London Bridge and Cannon Street. Alternatively visitors can take to the water in a speedy Thames Clipper or a scenic riverboat tour, from piers along the River Thames to Greenwich. 

Greenwich is an ideal destination for a weekend break with a number of quality hotels, B&Bs and self-catering apartments in the area to accommodate visitors. 
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