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News Release  
Greenwich serves up a slice of summer festivals
- Music, pop-up cinema, dance and comedy come to Greenwich -     

01 June 2011: Greenwich will play host to a series of festivals this summer bringing music, film, comedy and pop-up cinema to a mix of its scenic outdoor, contemporary, and historical venues.    
Kicking off ‘The Greenwich Festival’ season, which provides some of the best and most varied entertainment in the capital, is the free Greenwich + Docklands International Festival running from 24 June to 2 July. The performing arts festival uses architecture as its backdrop and will this year also feature the free, three-day ‘Greenwich Fair’ between 24 and 26 June. Designed to be a 21st century version of the popular 19th century event, this mini ‘festival within a festival’ will take place across Greenwich Town Centre with events including an anarchic Punch and Judy show, an outdoor aquarium, Catalan circus and tropical paradise.  
Greenwich Dances, part of Greenwich + Docklands International Festival, is a ten-day free dance festival running from 24 June to 3 July that will showcase genres from bhangra, tango, tap and street dance to flamenco and salsa. The festival will take place in streets and parks all over Greenwich with taster workshops, dance film screenings and performances aiming to get 4,000 people watching or participating in dance events.       
Greenwich Summer Sessions is an open air music festival running from 26 to 31 July. Now in its second year, the festival which is set in the grounds of the grand Old Royal Naval College will showcase headline acts including Mark Ronson, Squeeze, The Pogues and Neil Hannon of the Divine Comedy. 

The Nomad Cinema Series where pop-up cinemas are set up across London, will stop in Greenwich throughout the summer. From 8 to 10 July, Meantime Brewing Co in association with The Nomad will present a series of outdoor film screenings in the grounds of the Old Royal Naval College. Based on the theme of time, the films screened will be Memento, Time Bandits and Groundhog Day. 
On 7, 8 August and 24 September, Nomad will head to Greenwich Park to show films including 2001: A Space Odyssey, Wall-E and Back to the Future. The big screen will be close to the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, home to the Meridian Line and London’s only planetarium reflecting the time and space theme of the films. 
Greenwich Comedy Festival will return in September with a host of big names to lead the week-long event. This year’s acts are yet to be announced but previous years have seen the likes of Bill Bailey, Jo Brand, Phill Jupitus and Russell Howard take to the stage with an audience of more than 20,000 visiting the 2010 event.        
Celebrating the festival season from June to September will be the British Music Experience.  Housed within O2 Arena, the BME will exhibit previously unseen images of acts including The Rolling Stones, The Who, Cream and the Yardbirds as part of its Jazz, Blues and Beyond: The Birth of the British Music Festival photographic and archival exhibition chronicling the Richmond / Windsor National Jazz and Blues Festivals 1964-1967. The BME bus which takes a slice of the museum out on the road will be setting up home in the grounds of the Old Royal Naval College throughout Greenwich Summer Sessions. 
 For more information please see www.visitgreenwich.org.uk 

ENDS
*Images from last years events available upon request  

About Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site  

Set alongside the Thames in south east London, the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site is home to a number of world-famous visitor attractions including the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the Peter Harrison Planetarium and the Prime Meridian - longitude zero. The Old Royal Naval College, National Maritime Museum and Cutty Sark, currently under restoration, are also part of the World Heritage Site as are Greenwich Theatre, The Fan Museum, the Queen’s House, Greenwich Market, Greenwich Park, St Alfege Church and many vibrant bars, shops and restaurants. Close by is The O2 arena and British Music Experience.

Greenwich will be awarded Royal Borough status in 2012 as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  It will also be a host borough for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games with events taking place at Greenwich Park, North Greenwich Arena (The O2 arena) and Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich.

Greenwich is just 20 minutes from central London in Zone 2 of London’s travel network.  Maritime Greenwich is easily reached via the Docklands Light Railway alighting at Cutty Sark, or the Southeastern rail service from Charing Cross, London Bridge and Cannon Street. Alternatively visitors can take to the water in a speedy Thames Clipper or a scenic riverboat tour, from piers along the River Thames to Greenwich.

Greenwich is an ideal destination for a weekend break with a number of quality hotels, B&Bs and self-catering apartments in the area to accommodate visitors. 

The Greenwich Festivals 

The Greenwich Festivals are a series of high quality events to celebrate the cultural vibrancy of Greenwich.  Running from April to November, The Greenwich Festivals provide some of the best and most varied entertainment in London. From high quality street performance to comedy, music to suit all tastes and invigorating dance performances – The Greenwich Festivals will firmly establish Greenwich as the place to enjoy culture in the capital. Many of the country's best loved and most experienced cultural groups are based in Greenwich - from the internationally renowned Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance to Greenwich and Docklands International Festival. 
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