MARITIME GREENWICH ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE
Maritime Greenwich has a unique architectural heritage – no other site in Britain contains so many outstanding buildings by our foremost classical architects including Sir Christopher Wren, Inigo Jones, John Webb and Nicholas Hawksmoor. The fine buildings lie beside the river Thames with Greenwich Park and the hilltop Royal Observatory as a backdrop, all beautifully captured in Canaletto’s famous painting of Greenwich Hospital (1751).
Perfectly proportioned, the Queen’s House was one of the first classical buildings in England designed by Inigo Jones and modelled on an Italianate villa. It was intended as a private retreat for the Stuart queens commissioned by Anne of Denmark, consort of King James I, but the building work was halted after her death in 1619 and completed by Henrietta Maria, wife of King Charles I. 
The original design was two buildings linked by a single room at first floor level, which formed a bridge over the Deptford to Woolwich road. Additional rooms were added later and the road moved north to its current position in about 1699. The galleried two-storey hall, Tulip Stairs and beautiful plasterwork still give a flavour of grandeur. Now part of the National Maritime Museum, the Queen’s House serves as an art gallery with changing exhibitions showcasing the Museum’s fine art collection. 
Built on the hilltop site of a former tower in Greenwich Park, the original Royal Observatory building was designed in 1675 by Sir Christopher Wren for John Flamsteed the first Astronomer Royal. Flamsteed House has Jacobean influence in its appearance, which is a marked contrast to the classical Queen’s House.

As measurements became more precise and the official Meridian moved eastwards, additional buildings were added to meet the increasing need for observations.  The newest building to be added was the iconic Peter Harrison Planetarium, which opened in 2007. Sheathed in bronze, the distinctive shape symbolises astronomical observation, but blends sensitively with its historic environment.  

The Royal Observatory is also part of the National Maritime Museum which opened in 1937. The main building’s north entrance has an imposing Doric façade dating back to 1873 although the area behind, now Neptune Court, was totally redeveloped during the late 1990s. 
The Old Royal Naval College 

The construction of a magnificent group of riverside buildings, now known as the Old Royal Naval College, was begun in 1696 to a grand design by Sir Christopher Wren and completed during the first half of the eighteenth century by various architects including Nicholas Hawksmoor and Sir John Vanbrugh. Of particular importance are the Neoclassical Chapel and magnificent Painted Hall, which artist Sir James Thornhill took 19 years to complete between 1708 and 1727. 
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From 1705, the buildings served as the Royal Hospital providing a residence for up to 2,710 pensioners - former Royal Navy seamen who were unable to maintain themselves. This closed in 1869 and from 1873-1998 it became home to the Royal Naval College. The buildings are now looked after by the Greenwich Foundation and occupied by Greenwich University and the Trinity College of Music.
Other buildings of note include St Alfege Church, which was designed by Hawksmoor in 1714 on the site of a former church and marks the spot where Vikings murdered Alfege, Archbishop of Canterbury in 1012. 
The town centre owes its late-Georgian appearance to Joseph Kay, Surveyor to Greenwich Hospital who re-planned the streets and covered market in the 1830s. The only museum in the world dedicated to the history of fans and the art of fan-making, the Fan Museum occupies two beautifully restored early Georgian houses. And the former residence of the Rangers of Greenwich Park, the 18th century Ranger’s House, is now home to an eclectic collection of over 700 works of art brought together by the diamond millionaire Sir Julius Wernher. 

The grandeur and sheer beauty of Greenwich’s buildings contributed to it being inscribed as a World Heritage Site (WHS) by UNESCO in 1997.  

