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News Release
TIME TO ENJOY GREENWICH AT CHRISTMAS

 Experience Christmas the way it should be
[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



17 November 2011: Dripping with style, culture and history, Greenwich offers a wonderful combination of independent shopping, sightseeing, eating and entertainment all within the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site this Christmas.  
For revellers wanting to escape the hustle and bustle of central London, Greenwich offers a fantastic day out with a difference.  From browsing the renowned Greenwich Market for special Christmas gifts, gazing at the stars at the Royal Observatory Greenwich, catching up with Aladdin at Greenwich Theatre and joining in the atmospheric lantern parade, a village Christmas must be on the cards this year. 
Explore the online advent calendar at www.visitgreenwich.org.uk/christmas to make your Christmas special.  Some of the festivities planned for Christmas 2011 include:
The local schoolchildren’s lantern parade and Christmas light switch-on begin the Christmas festivities on 30 November. Starting at 4.00pm at Discover Greenwich, in the Old Royal Naval College and ending in Greenwich Market, this highlight of the festive season is followed by shopping, mince pies, mulled wine and carols until 7.00pm.

As part of the celebrations, the Shop at the Old Royal Naval College will be staying open for a late night shopping event. Showcasing unique gifts and designs made by local and London based designer-makers, it’s the perfect place to get your Christmas shopping started. Browse their captivating Christmas range while you enjoy a free glass of wine. 

Throughout December you can find your perfect Christmas present at one of up to 150 fabulous craft and designer stalls in Greenwich Market at Christmas. The market starts with the light switch on event on 30 November and runs every day up to 24 December excluding 5 December. Festive food and drink, perfect stocking fillers and great gift ideas are all included. Father Christmas will be in residence at Greenwich Market between 12 noon and 5.00pm on 17, 18 and 24 December. His funny elf will treat the children to magic and balloon fun while they wait their turn to talk to Santa and collect their Christmas gift bag. 

On 8 December the National Maritime Museum will hold its own Christmas Market where you’ll find imaginative Christmas presents plus tasty festive food. The Museum Shop and Café and 16 Seconds West Brasserie will open their doors for a special late event until 9pm offering traditional games for all the family to a soundtrack provided by a Christmas brass band. 
Between 24 November and 8 January Greenwich Theatre is home to Aladdin, this year’s Christmas cracker of a pantomime. With plenty of comedy and romance this magical, musical, family show is set to be one of the high-flying highlights of the festive season. 
From 1 to 24 December St Alfege Church will run its Advent Windows event. For each day of advent a local business or home will unveil a decorated window that reflects this year’s theme - ‘Fling Wide the Gates’. Visitors can see the displays in windows across Greenwich until 2 January.   
The Planetarium at The Royal Observatory Greenwich will host ‘The Sky Tonight: Christmas Stars’ from 1 to 23 December. Audiences will be shown what the night sky has to offer over the festive period and explore new ideas about what the Christmas star might have been.

On 6 December the Chapel and Painted Hall at the Old Royal Naval College will host a Christmas Concert and Supper. This Christmas spectacular will feature Vivaldi’s Gloria, excerpts from Handel’s Messiah and favourite classics for all to sing, followed by a seasonal supper. Pre-booking is essential.
Greenwich Playhouse presents Dickens’ seasonal tale A Christmas Carol between 6th December and 15th January. 
On 23 December ‘Classics with my Baby’ returns for a Christmas Special at 10.30am in St Alfege Church. This one-hour, live, musical event has been specially designed for babies and children of all ages, with parents welcome too. 
St Alfege Church will host its Christmas Nativity Play on 18 December at 10.00am followed by Nine Lessons and Carols at 6.30pm. The Church concludes the month of advent on 24 December with the Christingle Service at 5.00pm, Choir Carols at 10,30pm and Midnight Mass at 11.30pm. 
For further details and even more events, please go to www.visitgreenwich.org.uk/christmas
Ends
About Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site  

Set alongside the Thames in south east London, the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site is home to a number of world-famous visitor attractions including the Royal Observatory Greenwich, the Peter Harrison Planetarium and the Prime Meridian - longitude zero. The Old Royal Naval College, National Maritime Museum and Cutty Sark, the latter currently under restoration, are also part of the World Heritage Site as are Greenwich Theatre, The Fan Museum, the Queen’s House, Greenwich Market, Greenwich Park, St Alfege Church and many vibrant bars, shops and restaurants. Close by is The O2 and British Music Experience.  
Greenwich will be awarded Royal Borough status in 2012 as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  It will also be a host borough for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games with events taking place at Greenwich Park, North Greenwich Arena (The O2 arena) and Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich. 
Greenwich is just 20 minutes from central London in Zone 2 of London’s travel network.  Maritime Greenwich is easily reached via the Docklands Light Railway alighting at Cutty Sark station, or the Southeastern rail service from Charing Cross, London Bridge and Cannon Street. Alternatively visitors can take to the water in a speedy Thames Clipper or a scenic riverboat tour, from piers along the River Thames to Greenwich. 
Greenwich is an ideal destination for a weekend break with a number of quality hotels, B&Bs and self-catering apartments in the area to accommodate visitors. 

For more information on Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site please go to www.visitgreenwich.org.uk
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